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About the Document

Purpose The purpose of this document is to ensure that asbestos containing material (ACM) is managed
in a consistent manner across the Telstra Group, and the risks are minimised so far as is
reasonably practicable.

Scope The scope of this standard:

In Scope Out of Scope

f  Controls that help mitigate or manage
the risks associated with working with
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Worker Competency Requirements

Organisational Organisations must hold the below current licences prior to commencing ACM work:
licence q
requirements
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Continued from previous LI- 45X

Testing for Laboratory testing when undertaken must:
asbestos 1 Be completed prior to disturbance.

1 Bedone by a certified occupational hygienist using a NATA-accredited
laboratory.

f  Bereflected in relevant asbestos register / management plans.
Identify asbestos: ~ Examples of ACM and its locations at network and office facility sites include but is not

Telstra network limited to:
and office facility 1 Fire doors.

Wall panels and backing.

Ceiling tiles.

Vinyl floor tiles and backing materials.
Electrical switchboards.

Cable risers, conduits, venting pipes, or exhaust systems.

= —4a -4 -—a _—_a -
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Manage existing The relevant asbestos register/ management plan must document how to manage ACM.

asbestos ACM management must be conducted in the below order of preference:

Action Description

Asbestos in a stable condition and not prone to mechanical
Leave damage and must remain.

undisturbed | The material must be inspected annually and labelled with an
appropriate warning sign.

Removal of asbestos must be performed under controlled
conditions by a licensed asbestos contractor.

The removal of asbestos is considered appropriate when:
Remove 1 The asbestos product is deteriorated.
1 Thereis a risk of it being disturbed.

f  Alternative construction methods that will avoid asbestos
disturbance are not possible or reasonably practical.
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Manage Naturally
Occurring Asbestos
(NOA)

f  Isolating the workplace, or part of the workplace where naturally occurring
asbestos has been identified or assumed until controls are in place.
Redirecting excavation away from the naturally occurring asbestos, if possible.

Using sealed excavation or mining equipment — e.g. air-conditioned cabins with
filtered air (HEPA Filter).

I Ensuring a competent person maintains regular surveillance of the naturally
occurring asbestos to ensure minimal disturbance.

f Conducting air monitoring while working in the naturally occurring asbestos area
(refer Air sampling).

I  Developing procedures for the safe disposal of asbestos waste (refer Manage
Asbestos Waste).

f  Educating workers in safe work practices including decontamination and wash
down procedures for vehicles leaving the naturally occurring asbestos area.
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Removing Asbestos

Collection of loose Visible and loose asbestos debris may be collected and disposed of when it is not
asbestos debris associated with asbestos removal, i.e., debris during make safe.

When collecting visible and loose ACM debris, the following controls must be in place:
1 ACM awareness training must have been completed by the worker.

P1 or P2 mask and disposable gloves must be worn.

Wet down all debris surfaces where asbestos debris is located.

Scoop up debris and a small amount of surrounding soil.

= —a -—a A

Asbestos debris, soil, and PPE to be disposed of as per Manage Asbestos Waste.
1 Wash hands once the waste is packaged and sealed.

For all other asbestos removal, all controls under Removing Asbestos must be in place.
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Continued from previous LI-35X

Prepare a safe A safe work method statement must be prepared where asbestos removal is taking place.

workmethod e safe work method statement must be reviewed and approved by the relevant Band 1
statement leader before it is implemented.

NOTE: Refer Safe Work Method Statement Template
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ACM photo Workers completing removal work must complete an ACM photo checklist.
checklist The checklist must:

f  Be provided by the worker as part of the project completion.

f Contain photos and information appropriate for the work being undertaken.

1 Beapproved by the Telstra Group contact.

NOTE: Refer
ACM Photo Audit Checklist (Contractors)

Donesafe Pit Remediation
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Manage Asbestos Waste

Contain ACM waste All ACM waste must be packaged at the point of waste generation.

Waste must be:
I Packaged in volumes suitable for safe handling (approx. 15kg).

f Double wrapped or double bagged using polyethylene sheeting which is
minimum 200 micron polyethylene.

I ‘Gooseneck’ and tape down waste bag openings. This involves twisting the
opening / neck, wrapping it in tape, doubling the neck over and twisting and
taping again.

I Secure all joints with adhesive tape.

I PPE masks must not be removed until the inner bag / package is completely
sealed and then they may be disposed of in the outer bag / wrapped layer.

Label ACM waste ACM waste must be labelled. Labels must:
T Indicate the package contains Asbestos Waste.
f  Include the Danger signal word.
T Include the health hazard pictogram.
T Include the statements: May cause cancer; Do not inhale dust; Do not open or

damage bag.
The size of a label should be:

f  large enough to contain all the relevant hazard information in a size that is
easily visible.

{1  appropriate to the size of the package (approx. 100mm X 100mm for a 25L
package).
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Responding to Potential Asbestos Exposure

Unknown asbestos If unknown asbestos is found:
Step | Action
1. Stop work at once.
2. Evacuate the area.
3. Create a physical barricade at least 10 meters around the area.
Report the incident to the works supervisor / manager and Telstra SSW
team. Incident details to report include:
{1 Exact location.
4 1 Type of asbestos released (friable / non-friable).
' T Proximity to sensitive locations (i.e., schools, homes etc.).
I Approximate quantity of material released.
{1 Cause of incident.
f Ability to be contained / managed on site.
SSW team to coordinate response process including:
1 Contact emergency services if it is not safe to contain the release on
site using existing safe work processes.
> f  Advising internal stakeholders.
I Advising regulatory authorities where required.
f  Investigate and coordination of required actions.
6 Material must be removed and tested by appropriately licenced contractor
' under an asbestos removal control plan.
7. Obtain clearance certificate.
Airborne asbestos If people have been exposed to airborne asbestos:
exposure T
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Appendix 1 -
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Appendix 2 — ACM Transport Requirements

State Can ACM be transported? Requirements

All States Yes
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